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Content & 
Design of Poster

Organization Some of the expected 
sections are present, but 
poorly laid out and entirely 
confusing to follow without 
the presenter.

Most of the expected sections 
are there, but the 
presentation is confusing to 
follow in the absence of the 
presenter.

Expected sections are found, 
but the presentation is a bit 
crowded or disorganized. 
Requires the presenter for full 
comprehension.

All necessary sections are 
included, clearly presented, 
and easy to follow even in the 
absence of the presenter.

Coherence Content appears inconsistent 
with the student's theme and 
is difficult to follow because 
of too much extraneous 
information.

Some content is not 
consistent with the student's 
theme. There is a moderate 
amount of extraneous 
information.

Content is carefully chosen to 
develop the student's theme. 
There may be a few 
extraneous points.

All content is carefully chosen 
to develop the student's 
theme. There is no 
extraneous information.

Bibliography 
and 
References

Very few (or no) references 
are provided to support the 
information presented.

Several references are 
missing or information is cited 
using the incorrect format.

One or two references are 
missing or reference formats 
are inconsistent.

Information is supported by 
authentic print resources; all 
resources are cited correctly 
using a consistent format.

Research 
Background 
and Context

Poster provides little or no 
relevant context or 
background to establish 
importance of research 
contribution.

Basic context and background 
are provided, but the 
importance and impact of the 
work is not fully articulated.

Work is shown to be relevant 
due to the background and 
broader context provided.

Work is shown to be highly 
compelling and impactful 
with the poster’s articulate 
background descriptions.

Type and 
Visuals

Design is distracting. Figures 
and tables do not relate to 
text, are not appropriate or 
are poorly labeled. Visual aids 
are absent or confusing.

Design is poorly employed. 
Figures and tables are not 
optimal or are weak. Photos, 
tables or graphs are limited or 
provide limited 
understanding.

Design is unobtrusive. Figures 
and tables are appropriate 
and well labeled. Photos, 
tables and/or graphs improve 
understanding.

Design enriches layout. 
Figures and tables jump out 
with compelling results. 
Photos, tables and graphs 
improve understanding and 
enhance visual appeal.

Text Font, 
Spelling and 
Grammar

Text is hard to read due to 
font size, style and/or color. 
Contains several errors in 
spelling or grammar. Does not 
define acronyms at their first 
use.

Font is a bit distracting or too 
small to read from 3 feet. 
Contains two or more errors 
in spelling or grammar. Does 
not define two or more 
acronyms at their first use.

Text is relatively clear and 
mostly readable from 3 feet. 
Contains an error in spelling 
or grammar, or does not 
define an acronym at first 
use.

All text is clear and readable 
at a distance of 3 feet. 
Contains no errors in spelling 
or grammar. Defines all 
acronyms at their first use. 
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Oral 
Presentation

Nonverbal 
Skills

Student makes no eye contact 
with audience. No movement 
or descriptive gestures. 
Obvious tension or 
nervousness. Student has 
trouble recovering from 
mistakes. Chewing gum or 
dressed inappropriately.

Student makes minimal eye 
contact with audience.  
Mostly reads from poster. 
Very little movement or 
descriptive gestures. Displays 
mild tension; has trouble 
recovering from mistakes.

Student uses direct eye 
contact with audience, but 
still reads from poster.  
Movements or gestures 
enhance articulation. Makes 
minor mistakes, but quickly 
recovers from them; displays 
little or no tension.

Student holds attention of 
audiences with the use of 
direct eye contact, seldom 
looks at poster for guidance. 
Helps the audience visualize. 
Student displays relaxed, self-
confident nature.  Fluid 
movements with no mistakes.

Verbal Skills Student shows no interest in 
the topic presented.  Student 
mumbles, uses terms 
incorrectly, or speaks too 
quietly for most of audience 
to hear. 

Student shows only mild 
interest in topic presented. 
Student's voice is low; uses 
terms incorrectly. Audience 
members have difficulty 
hearing presentation.

Student occasionally shows 
positive feelings about the 
topic. Student's voice is clear, 
and he/she uses most terms 
correctly. Most of audience 
can hear the presentation.

Student shows enthusiasm 
about the topic during the 
entire presentation. Student 
uses a clear voice and correct 
use of terms. All audience 
members can hear the 
presentation.

Subject 
Knowledge

Student does not grasp the 
information and cannot 
answer questions about the 
subject. Audience cannot 
understand presentation as 
there is no clear sequence of 
information. 

Student is uncomfortable and 
only answers simple 
questions. Audience has 
difficulty following incoherent 
organization, as student 
jumps around and does not 
follow the abstract.

Student answers expected 
questions, but cannot 
elaborate. Student presents 
information in a logical 
sequence, following the 
abstract closely. 

Student demonstrates full 
knowledge and answers 
questions with appropriate 
elaboration. Student presents 
information in a logical and 
interesting sequence that 
enhances the abstract.

Audience 
Awareness

Presentation fails to increase 
audience's knowledge of the 
topic; fails to effectively 
engage the audience.

Presentation raises audience 
understanding of topic and 
knowledge of some points. 
Point of view may be clear, 
but the presentation lacks 
development or support.

Presentation raises audience 
understanding and awareness 
of most points. It has a clear 
point of view, but 
development or support is 
inconclusive or incomplete

Presentation significantly 
increases audience 
understanding and 
knowledge of topic; it 
effectively convinces an 
audience to recognize the 
validity of the view point.

Strengths:

Improvements:
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