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Agenda

• Overview of U.S. Academic Culture

• Career Success Strategies

• Thriving Socially & Finding a Bearcat Community 





Overview of U.S. 
Academic Culture



Syllabus

• Instructor’s contact information
• Office location, office hours, email address, etc.

• Course descriptions
• Overview of what will be covered in the course, learning objectives

• Course schedule
• Readings, assignments

• Important dates
• Deadlines, exam days, etc.

• Policies
• Grading, attendance, late assignments, academic misconduct, AI use



U.S. Classroom Environment

Preferred Teaching Methods:

• Lecture 

• Discussion in large and small 
groups 

• Application of theory
• Case studies, group projects, etc. 

• Co-op, internships, etc.



U.S. Classroom Environment

Your Role as a Student:

• Active listening, taking notes, reading material 

• Thinking critically about content  

• Participating in dialogues 

• Demonstrating understanding through 
assignments, quizzes, etc.



How You Will Be Evaluated

Attendance

Papers Quizzes

Group 
Projects

Class 
Participation

Written 
Exams

Canvas 
Discussion

Oral Exams



Relationship Between Professor & Students

• Might be more formal or less formal than you’re used to

• Email is best method of communication outside of class

• How to address them?

• Classroom dress code: informal 

• Office hours & appointments 

• Communication style: Directness and specificity are 
valued



Your Academic Advisor

• Works with you to navigate your university experience 

• Advises you about your progress towards your degree

• Discuss course planning/ requirements

• Advocates for you 

• Refers you to resources 

• Stay in touch with them!



Academic Campus Resources

• Your Academic Advisor 
• UC Libraries

• Library Liaison for International 
Students
• Aja Bettencourt-McCarthy, 

bettenar@ucmail.uc.edu
• Learning Commons

• Academic Coaching
• Peer Tutoring
• Academic Writing Center
• Success Skills Workshops
• …and more!

• English Language Support

mailto:bettenar@ucmail.uc.edu


Success Skills Workshops

• Preparing for the Semester

• Study Smarter, Not Longer

• Manage Your Time Wisely

• Presenting Like a Pro

Free one-hour sessions offered through the Learning 
Commons that focus on skills students need to be successful 
in college

• Group Work

• Pushing Past Procrastination

• Focus and Concentration

• …and more!



Academic Integrity & Plagiarism

UC Defines Plagiarism as:

• Submitting another’s published or unpublished work as 
one’s own without crediting the author
• Submitting as one’s own original work without reference to 
the source of the material 
• Submitting as one’s own original work produced through 
unacknowledged collaboration with others 
• Submitting one’s own previously written work without 
modification and instructor permission.

UC Student Code of Conduct: 
https://www.uc.edu/campus-life/conduct/student-code-of-conduct.html 



AI in the Classroom

• Review Course Syllabi
o Syllabi often contain vital information about course policies regarding the use of 

technology, including AI tools.

• Check with Faculty Members
o Openly communicate with your instructors about the acceptability and appropriate 

use of AI and Generative AI tools in your coursework.

o Faculty members can provide clear guidance on how these tools may or may not fit 
into their learning objectives and evaluation criteria.

• Understand Academic Integrity
o Remain cognizant of UC’s policies on academic integrity. The responsible use of 

technology, including AI technology, should align with principles of honesty, fairness, 
and respect for the intellectual work of others.

https://www.uc.edu/campus-life/conduct/academic-integrity.html


English Language Support

• Center for English as a Second Language (CESL)
• Academic unit that provides for-credit ESL courses to 

international graduate and undergraduate students at UC. 
Focused on reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills.

• Conversation Café through UC International
• FREE!

• Weekly meetings to practice English conversation skills in a 
casual environment

• Tuesdays, 6:45-8:00 p.m., Edwards One, Room 6154 (Global 
Engagement Lounge)



The UC Mobile App 
provides convenient access 
to UC maps, shuttle 
trackers, OneStop and 
more.

On Canvas, students can 
submit assignments, 
participate in discussions, 
view grades and course 
materials.

Log into the Outlook web 
app with your UC 
username and password to 
access your email and 
calendar.

Microsoft Teams is a messaging 
and videoconferencing app that 
your professors may use for 
collaboration and communication, 
meetings and file sharing.

Professors may also use Zoom, 
a communications platform that 
allows users to connect with 
video, audio, phone, and chat.

Bearcat Guardian is a safety app 
that allows you to turn your cell 
phone into a safety device.



The Bearcat Portal is your student 
information hub and self-service center 
for actions you need to take prior to 
attending Orientation and your first 
semester.

iBearcatsGlobal is the system that you will 
use to fill out electronic forms (e-forms), 
set up appointments with UC International 
advisors and maintain your visa status in 
the United States.

Catalyst is the University of Cincinnati 
student information system. This online 
resource and student portal is the entry 
point to your academic record, university 
billing, financial aid, and more.



Additional Campus Resources

• Counseling & Psychological Services (CAPS)
• Mental health counseling, group therapy, crisis 

intervention

• University Health Services
• Primary care, immunizations, prescriptions & pharmacy

• Student Wellness Center
• Alcohol education, financial wellness, healthy 

relationships

• Campus Recreation
• Fitness classes, intramural sports, personal training



Career Success Strategies



Career Studio

What is UC’s Bearcat Promise Career Studio?

• A place where Bearcats can meet with a trained 
team of career professionals to discuss and 
design their futures

Who We Serve

• 7,500+ undergraduate and graduate students 
annually

• Recent alumni (graduated within last 3 years)

Location

• Tangeman University Center (TUC) 310 

• Next to PNC Bank 



• What, if any, is your 
experiential learning 
requirement to 
graduate? A co-op, 
capstone, internship, 
practicum, or something 
different?

Curricular 
Requirement

• Who in your academic 
program is authorized to 
approve your CPT request 
for an internship, 
capstone, etc.?

Point Person

• When do you need to 
target landing an 
internship, capstone, etc.? 
Where does this fit into 
your graduation plan? Do 
you have flexibility for a 
program extension?

Timeline

Good Questions to Start With

Ask your advisor first. 



Pursue On-Campus Employment

Most jobs are posted in 
Handshake!



Take proactive steps to…

Learn what employers and 
ATS are looking for; 
customize each resume and 
cover letter

Master your knowledge of 
work authorization and 
immigration terms & 
processes

Utilize data on where 
international Bearcats have 
been getting hired, and on 
employers’ sponsorship history



Activate your account at 
interstride.com/Cincinnati 

using your 6+2 and UC password.

An amazing tool for 
international students seeking 

employment in the US and 
internationally!

Interstride





Search for jobs with employers who 
hire international talent.

Research companies’ H-1B and green 
card sponsorship history.

Research where Bearcats are getting 
hired on CPT, OPT, and STEM OPT.

Interstride

Learn effective job search and 
application strategies.

…and SO MUCH 
MORE!



Also be sure to…

Make several parallel plans 
(including back-up plans)

Network with UC alumni 
and hiring managers at 
companies of interest

Conduct a proactive job search 
while building your network



Networking Tools

volunteer.uc.edu    GetInvolved
 explore 

international 
student 
organizations

campuslink.uc.edu





More Networking Tools

LinkedIn Alumni tool
What Can I Do With 
This Major? tool



Finally, be sure to…

Prepare how to discuss 
sponsorship with potential 
employers

Develop fluency in your 
strengths and values; craft a 
strategic elevator pitch and 
personal brand

Employ a follow-up strategy in 
both networking and job 
searching



*plus CECH

*



Upcoming Career Events











Thriving Socially & 
Finding a Bearcat Community



UC Sporting Events

Students can attend UC sporting events for a 
discounted rate!

If you are interested, you can purchase them at the 
link below:

https://gobearcats.com/sports/2020/5/18/tickets-
hub-student-tickets.aspx

https://gobearcats.com/sports/2020/5/18/tickets-hub-student-tickets.aspx
https://gobearcats.com/sports/2020/5/18/tickets-hub-student-tickets.aspx
https://gobearcats.com/sports/2020/5/18/tickets-hub-student-tickets.aspx
https://gobearcats.com/sports/2020/5/18/tickets-hub-student-tickets.aspx
https://gobearcats.com/sports/2020/5/18/tickets-hub-student-tickets.aspx
https://gobearcats.com/sports/2020/5/18/tickets-hub-student-tickets.aspx
https://gobearcats.com/sports/2020/5/18/tickets-hub-student-tickets.aspx


Student Organizations

You can find student organizations through GetInvolvedUC:

https://getinvolved.uc.edu/

• Over 600 registered student organizations!

International student groups:

https://www.uc.edu/about/international/life/social.html

• International Graduate Student Association

• Indian Student Association

• African Student Assocation, and many more!

https://getinvolved.uc.edu/
https://www.uc.edu/about/international/life/social.html


International 
Partners and 
Leaders (IPALs)
• Student Leaders

• Undergrads and Grads

• Domestic and 
International

• 18 Countries 
Represented

• Over 30 Languages 
Spoken

• Volunteers for UC 
International

• Competitive 
Membership Selection 



UC International New International 
Student Fall Retreat 2025

Event: Overnight Fall Retreat to Camp Higher 
Ground with Kayaking
Date: September 12-13th, 2025
Cost: $50 ($175 value per person) 
*includes transportation, lodging, meals at retreat center, 
activities, kayaking ticket, snacks and drinks at retreat center.

Registration: https://bit.ly/UCIFallRetreat2025

https://bit.ly/UCIFallRetreat2025


Social Media

UC International
      @ucinternational

      @UCInternational

      University of Cincinnati – International

IPALs
      @ucipals

      @IPALSatUC
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